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DALLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS 


Fraud suggested in 
failed camera deal 


Long-withheld analysis 


points to criminal conduct, 
incompetence, negligence 


By SCOTT FRIEDMAN 


and JACK DOUGLAS JR. 


KXAS-TV (NBC5) 


A critical analysis, withheld for 
months by the former administra- 
tors of the Dallas County Schools bus 
agency but just released to NBC5 In- 
vestigates, suggests crimes were com- 
mitted in a deal that cost taxpayers 


millions of dollars. 


words, saying that ignorance, incom- 
petence, negligence and possibly 
criminal conduct contributed to the 
school bus agency’s financial woes. 

The internal report, written last 
spring, was commissioned by the for- 
mer board members for Dallas County 
Schools in an attempt to determine 
whether crimes were committed in deal- 
ings between DCS and Force Multiplier 
Solutions, the company hired to equip 
school buses with security cameras. 

“In our opinion, suitable predica- 
tion may exist to support a potential 
federal investigation for ... ‘program 


The author of the report, former 


FBI agent Dennis Brady, didn’t mince 


See FRAUD Page 16A 


WASHINGTON 


AL 
FRANKEN 


He derides Franken, 
has given Moore the 
benefit of the doubt 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


DONALD 
TRUMP 


WASHINGTON — The 
White House defended Presi- 
dent Donald Trump's aggres- 
sive attack on a liberal Demo- 
crat who is accused of groping 
a woman a dozen years ago, 
even as Trump refuses to out- 


DOES sexual harassment 
training work? 6A 


VIEWPOINTS: Imagine 
message to girls if Roy 
Moore is elected to Sen- 
ate. 15A 


right condemn Alabama Re- 
publican Roy Moore, the Sen- 
ate nominee accused of illegal 
sexual contact with a 14-year- 
old and sexual assault on a 
16-year-old. 


D DALLASNEWS 


Trumps takes vary 
on sex misconduct 


The selective attacks left 
detractors enraged. 

The president has faced 
sexual misconduct allega- 
tions and was caught on tape 
boasting that he grabs wom- 
en by the genitals uninvited. 
But he maintains that his ac- 
cusers are all lying, and aides 
insisted Friday that means 
theres no hypocrisy in him 
calling out Sen. Al Franken. 

“Senator Franken has 


See TRUMP Page 7A 


Members of the Texas A&M men’s indoor track team celebrated their NCAA championship in the Rose Garden 
with President Donald Trump on Friday. In all, 18 NCAA teams, including A&M’s women’s equestrian team, 
attended the celebration at the White House. (Story, Page 8A) 


Whoop! Aggies visit White House 
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Q&A | SHERIN MATHEWS CASE 


What does mother’s arrest mean? 


Scenarios could vary, 
including immunity to 
testify against husband 


By JENNIFER EMILY 
and CLAIRE BALLOR 
Staff Writers 


In the latest development 
of Sherin Mathews’ tragic sto- 
ry, her mother, Sini Mathews, 
was arrested Thursday and 
charged with child endanger- 
ment. 

Police said she and her hus- 
band left the adopted 3-year- 
old alone in their Richardson 
home the night before she 
died last month, and took 


their 3-year- 
old biologi- 
cal daughter 


with them to 
dinner. 

On Friday, 
= Sini Mathews 
SHERIN was trans- 
MATHEWS 


ferred to the 
Dallas County Jail, where her 
husband, Wesley Mathews, 
remained locked up on $1 mil- 
lion bail. 

We talked with experts and 
officials to find out how the 
mother’s arrest could affect 
Sherin’s case going forward. 


See ‘IT’S’ Page 16A 


Sini Mathews, Sherin’s mother, was transferred 
Friday to the Dallas County Jail, where husband 
Wesley Mathews remains on $1 million bail in their 
daughter’s death. 


CONGRESS | HARVEY AFTERMATH 


‘Texans 
relief 


Abbott, Cornyn call 

White Houses $44B 

proposal ‘inadequate’ 
By KATIE LESLIE 


Washington Correspondent 
kleslie@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott and a host 
of bipartisan congressional 
lawmakers are slamming the 
new $44 billion White House 
disaster relief aid request as 
“inadequate.” 

The request — submit- 
ted Friday to Congress by the 
Office of Management and 
Budget — is President Don- 
ald Trump’s third since Hurri- 
canes Harvey, Irma and Maria 
hit the Gulf Coast and Carib- 
bean. It would bring the total 
appropriated for hurricane 


blast 


ackage 


relief this fall close to $100 
billion, but it falls well short 
of the demands made by of- 
ficials from Texas, Florida and 
Puerto Rico. 

At a news conference, Ab- 
bott said he’s still reviewing 
the White House request but 
that it appears to be “com- 
pletely inadequate.” What’s 
more, Abbott said, it “does not 
live up” to what Trump has 
pledged in recovery aid, and 
he complained that Washing- 
ton worked faster for victims 
of Superstorm Sandy than for 
Harvey. 

“The president has told me 
privately what he said publicly, 
and that is he wants to be the 
builder president. The presi- 
dent has said he wants this 


See WHITE Page 2A 


JFK FILES 


Did Ruby know? 
FBI unseals more 


Loose ends, dead ends 
and tangents in 10,744 
documents released 


By TODD J. GILLMAN and 
CHARLES SCUDDER 
Staff Writers 


Yet again, the National 
Archives released a trove of 
records from the Kennedy as- 
sassination files on a Friday 
afternoon, another strange 
stream of loose ends, dead 
ends and tangents with little 


apparent connection to the as- 
sassination of the nation’s 35th 
president. 

Here and there, the odd 
curiosity did appear, offering 
insight into the effort to un- 
derstand the circumstances 
of President John Kennedy’s 
murder but providing nothing 
to cast the official conclusions 
into doubt. 

The National Archives 
placed 10,744 records online 


See TIPSTER Page 2A 


‘NATION 


- Neighbors come to rescue 


‘ Neighbors rushed to the scene of 
- a late-night fire at a Pennsylvania 
_ senior citizen community, carrying 

~ the residents to ambulances. 4A 


WORLD 
lraqis take last ISIS town 


Iraqi forces recapture Rawa, the final 
town held by Islamic State fighters in 


the country. 10A 


METRO & STATE 


Holiday parade gets sponsor 


The Dallas Holiday Parade was 
in danger of being canceled, but 
Toyota stepped up to sponsor it. 1B 


Forensic testing changes 
Misleading testimony from a Gar- 
land-based crime lab analyst leads 
to statewide changes in how forensic 
testing is handled in court. 1B 


Also: An Arlington police officer is 
involved in a shooting. 4B 


BUSINESS 
State jobless rate falls 


Now at 3.9 percent, the Texas 
unemployment rate has reached its 
lowest point in four decades. 1D 
allegedly made 
Tax-cut theory debatable 
The theory behind the Republican 
tax-cut plans — that slashing taxes 
for corporations and rich people 
will have trickle-down benefits for 
ordinary Americans — has a spotty 
record delivering on its promises. 1D 


Al 


Sent by: alozoya@dallasnews.com 


SPORTSDAY 
Jones apologizes for remark 


Jerry Jones apologizes for a remark 
made several years ago and comes 
under scrutiny for another he 


Commissioner Roger Goodell. 1C 


ARTS & LIFE 
Key to a palatial bathroom 


How to make a hard-working 
bathroom also good-looking. 1E 
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